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 From the Desk 

 
of the Director 

 

 
 
     When I first walked into HCPD it felt like home and now everyone is 
like family. I love working at HCPD! This is a dream job to me. I enjoy 
meeting people, hearing family stories, finding a new relative, posting 
on Face Book, being creative and meeting HCPD members. My 
enthusiasm grows everyday and I have a passion and dream to see 
HCPD to continue to grow into a very successful venture and an 
endless helpful resource for family history. Here is a poem, author 
unknown, but it applies to what family and genealogy is about.  
 

The family is like a book, 
The children are the leaves, 
The parents are the covers 

That protective beauty gives. 
At first the pages of the book 

Are blank and purely fair, 
But time soon writes its memories 

And paints its pictures there. 
Love is the little golden clasp 

That bindeth up the trust. 
Oh, break it not, lest all the leaves 

Shall scatter and be lost. 
 

Look forward to meeting all members. Feel free to call or email me if 
you have any concerns, questions or ideas for HCPD. I can’t promise 
perfect, but will try to do my best to answer and apply. 
 

                                               So, till next time, 
                                                       Patty 
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MY GRANDMOTHER WAS A MAVERICK 

William Foster HAYES 
 

 

    “An independent individual 
who refuses to conform with 
his/her group.” That’s how 
Webster defines a maverick. 
My independent and non-
conforming Grandma 
MITCHELL was an outstanding 
example of mavericity. I would 
have voted her President of the 
Amalgamated Mavericks, 
except they were all so 
individually willful there’s no 
way any of them could have 

united. 
     Grandma MITCHELL’s maiden name was Martha 
MCCLELLAN SCHIEFER, and Hacker’s Creek was her home. 
Her parents were John Theodore SCHIEFER (Baltimore, MD, 
1830-Danville, VA, 1864) and Amanda SMITH SCHIEFER (Lewis 
Co, VA, 1827-Roanoke, WV, 1897). 
     Her parents settled on what is called the SCHIEFER Farm, in 
Bush’s Mills, Lewis Co, VA.  And that’s where all her siblings were 
born: Aunt Ginny–1853, Uncle George–1855, Uncle Charles Lee–
1857, Aunt Mollie–1860. Grandma was born on that farm, too, but 
the time of her birth was not peacetime. She arrived during the 
Civil War, the War Between the States, the Recent 
Unpleasantness, the War of Northern Aggression, however you 
refer to that tragic conflict. 
     You see, Grandma was conceived, and then her daddy went 
off to fight for the Union Army. She was born during a ferocious 
blizzard–November 27, 1862–when Lewis County was still in 
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Virginia. A year later the area was a part of the newly-created 
State of West Virginia. 
     Her birth earned Pvt. John Theodore SCHIEFER a three-week 
pass to rush home and meet his new daughter, providing he 
named the child after his egotistical commanding officer, Gen. 
George B. MCCLELLAN. Those few days were the only time 
Grandma got to see her father, as–on July 18th, 1864–in a 
skirmish at Snicker’s Gap, VA, he was captured and sent to the 
Confederate Prison at Danville, VA. He died there of dysentery, 
Christmas Day, 1864. 
     Grandma’s nickname most of her life was “Mattie.” But during 
her teen years she was called “Bob,” as (to celebrate her 13th 
birthday) she had bobbed her hair. Cut it all off, actually. She was 
like a wild horse—untamable. She watched her widowed mother 
work long, long hours at the sewing machine to make dresses to 
sell to put food on the table; Grandma thereby developed a 
lifelong aversion to being indoors. 
     A hoyden, she endlessly galloped her horse over the hills and 
fields of Lewis County. She sang and scraped a little fiddle, but 
basically maintained a “loner” lifestyle. She helped her mother’s 
sewing business only when necessary—hated it, really (though, 
during my lifetime, she could still skillfully make a “housedress” for 
herself in an hour or two; her “button can” was one of my earliest 
toys). She had a wicked sense of humor, was dedicated to 
outspokenness, could be tender one moment and cuttingly harsh 
the next. 
     She was content to live as a farm girl with her mother until age 
30. At that point, a local teacher–A. D. MITCHELL—fell in love 
with her and asked her to marry him. Her reply was curt: “I won’t 
marry anyone who works indoors. You’re a teacher, and you’ll 
always be in a schoolhouse. I won’t do it. But, if you give up that 
indoor nonsense and become a farmer, I’ll marry you.” 
     Alvin Darius MITCHELL (Weston, WV, 1863-Oswego, IL, 
1941) loved being a teacher, but decided he loved Mattie more. 
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He resigned his teaching job at the Duncan School, near 
Roanoke, married Grandma (September 3, 1893), bought 
farmland west of Chicago, moved to Illinois. 
     It was not the happiest of marriages. Of course, I don’t know if 
Grandma could ever have been satisfied with the arrangement. 
Farming, after all, is a skill that takes a while to learn. Grandpa 
MITCHELL was a neophyte and his results were poor. Outspoken 
Grandma told him so, repeatedly saying he was inept. Also, 
raising babies takes time, and they had one after another, so 
Grandma became testy and complaining. 
     My mother was the fifth of their six children, and Grandma was 
so busy she said, “I can’t take care of any more babies at this 
time.” She sent Mother to live with her brother and his wife on a 
nearby farm and told them, “You take care of this one.” They 
asked, “What’s her name?” Grandma said, “I’m too tired to think 
up another name.” So, Uncle George and Aunt Lizzie SCHIEFER 
named my mother. 
     Grandma continued to rail against Grandpa MITCHELL’s 
farming abilities so vociferously he finally turned to drink. When 
he came home stewed one night, she kicked him out—for good! 
He moved to a shack by the Fox River, gave up farming and 
became a consultant for the timber business. One day he had a 
few, slipped off a trolley and lost a leg. She said, “See, there?!” 
From then on, Grandma lived alone in Oswego, IL. When my 
mother was old enough to start school, Uncle George and Aunt 
Lizzie gave Grandma one last chance to take her back; 
surprisingly, she did. 
     Grandma saw that all her boys finished high school and got 
jobs (Uncle Ray in large machines, Uncle Harry and Uncle 
Howard in construction). She also saw that all three of her girls 
got two years’ college education at the Illinois State Teachers 
College, Normal, IL (now Northern Illinois University), setting her 
daughters on the road to independence from men. Aunt Vera 
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became a nurse, Aunt Nellie a secretary, Mother a teacher. All 
were very employable, happy achievers. 
     I grew up in Harvey, IL, about fifty miles from Oswego. On 
many Sundays, after church, we would pile into the Auburn 
(Mother, Dad, my brothers George, Phil and I) and trek over to 
have Sunday dinner with Grandma. All family members were 
always welcome to come over and just walk in the front door. 
Except Grandpa. When he arrived (after dinner was over), he had 
to knock at the door and wait till someone came opened it and 
invited him in—never Grandma. He could come in, sit in the 
parlor, unstrap his wooden leg and chat with the family for a while; 
but he never ate with us, he never stayed till supper. He was out 
of Grandma’s life. 
     Grandma encouraged her three boys to take wives, had no 
problem with Ray marrying a Catholic. But she was dead set 
against her three daughters marrying anyone. She succeeded in 
preventing Vera and Nellie from walking down the aisle, but when 
Mother met Dad, she decided she had to disobey for love. On 
principle, Grandma did not attend the wedding. 
     Growing up, I, a middle child, was allowed to spend several 
weeks of summer with Grandma MITCHELL (to give my mother a 
rest) quite a few times. She was always gentle and patient with 
me, showed me her garden of vegetables, fruits, and flowers, her 
chickens and chicken coop, the “waterskates” and minnows in the 
creek behind her house, allowed me to bounce my dirty ball 
against the freshly-painted side of her house, how she put up 
strawberries and rhubarb and stored summer foods in the clay 
cellar. She cradled me and explained how it was wrong for me to 
throw corn cobs at the newly-hatched chicks. To me she was the 
most loving grandmother a boy could have. Her breath always 
smelled like raspberries. Her platinum hair, uncut since the 
famous “bob,” reached her ankles. 
     When I was born, she was already in her sixties. She had no 
electricity, no plumbing, no indoor bathroom, a small icebox. Did 
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all her own cooking, cleaning, laundering. Raised all her own 
food, except dairy, meat and staples—had a deep, jingling coin-
purse to pay for supplies that various delivery-men brought. Most 
of ‘em called her “Miz Mickel.” Vera and Nellie lived at home and 
worked in Aurora. When one of them bought a car, Grandma 
giggled when they took her for a spin. 
     In her late eighties, when Grandma MITCHELL finally could 
not care for herself properly, she retreated into the world of her 
early years. She always wanted to find her horse and go for a 
gallop. She died in Oswego, September 19, 1952, two months 
before her 90th birthday. 
     Oh, how I wish  I could stroll that garden with her again, join 
her for a “bread and apple jell,” watch her catch a fat hen for 
dinner, hear that soft West Virginia speech  and her infectious 
throaty laugh. Eighty years hasn’t dimmed any of it. 
     I have such sweet memories of my maverick grandmother! 
 
Editor’s Note:  William “Bill” Foster HAYES William "Bill" Foster HAYES 

III joined HCPD in 
1984 and became a 
Life Member a few 
years later.  Over the 
years he has 
contributed several 
articles to the 
Journal.  He is 
especially known for 
his role as Doug 
WILLIAMS on the 
soap opera “Days of 
Our Lives.” In 1998, 
he earned his 
doctoral degree in 
Education from West 

Virginia University. 
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LUCULLUS VIRGIL “BIGFOOT” MCWHORTER 
Robert F. MCWHORTER 

     I have often wondered what enticed Henry MCWHORTER to 
make the trek from New York to this remote part of the country 
back in the 1780’s—more than 220 years ago. This area at that 
time was a virtual wilderness teeming with hostile Indians that 
were resisting the invasion of their land by outsiders. I have come 
to the conclusion that there must have been an inherited gene in 
our MCWHORTER line that may be best described as “an 
adventurous spirit”. There is much evidence of this adventurous 
characteristic in our family long before Henry. It must have been, 
in part, that need for adventure that brought Hugh MCWHIRTER 
to America from Scotland, by way of Ireland, in 1730—and that 
same adventuresome spirit that quickly led his descendants to 
NC, SC, GA, TN, KY—and ultimately to every state in our nation.  
     That same adventurous spirit must have been the driving force 
that motivated a member of our West Virginia MCWHORTER 
family, Lucullus Virgil MCWHORTER, to pursue a life of 
adventure that ultimately drew him to the State of Washington in 
the extreme northwest corner of our country in 1902--a territory 
that had been granted statehood only twelve years earlier. 
     This is an attempt to relate a bit about this amazing member of 
our MCWHORTER family. It would take volumes to do justice to 
his many accomplishments, but I will attempt to give you a 
thumbnail sketch of his most interesting life. 
     Lucullus—or Cul, as his brothers and sisters called him, was 
born January 29, 1860 on McKinney’s Run, in what later became 
MCWHORTER, WV—within a half-mile of the MCWHORTER 
United Methodist Church in a log cabin that had been built by his 
great uncle—Thomas MCWHORTER. Lucullus was the son of Dr. 
and later, Reverend John Marcellus and Rosetta MARPLE 
MCWHORTER--which is another interesting story for another 
time. Lucullus was their 8th of 12 children. He had 7 older brothers 
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before a couple of sisters were born. Our MCWHORTER history 
reveals that he was a grandson of Walter Fields and Margaret 
HURST MCWHORTER and great-grandson of our Henry and 
Mary MCWHORTER. 
     Just three months after Lucullus was born, his family moved a 
few miles to Buckhannon Run, near Berlin, WV where he grew up 
and lived on their farm for the next twenty-one years. Lucullus 
was an adventuresome lad from early childhood--preferring 
outdoor activities such as farming, hunting, fishing and exploring 
to going to school. At an early age he became familiar with most 
of the central WVA historic landmarks, caves, burial mounds and 
Indian campgrounds. Many reports had him, as a teen-ager, 
serving as a guide for those seeking remote caves and Indian 
burial grounds. At an early age he became a collector of Indian 
artifacts such as clothing, arrowheads and was extremely 
interested in listening to oral histories of the area as related by the 
oldsters living in the community. 
     He did not much like going to school. He once reported on a 
questionnaire that “He did four months annual winter terms” which 
is said to be equivalent to the 3rd grade. However he did develop 
a love of history and became a voracious reader. He particularly 
liked regional history, folklore and archaeology. This third-grade 
education is particularly intriguing because he later became 
perhaps the most prolific writer the MCWHORTER family ever 
produced.  
He was particularly interested in anything and everything relating 
to Native Americans. In fact this fascination with Indians 
influenced his entire life. For example, at the age of 21—in 
1881—on a lark, he set out on a trek through the coastal regions 
of Mississippi, Louisiana and Texas. On that trip he saw his first 
Indians in Oklahoma where he nearly encountered Chief Joseph 
of the exiled Nez Perse tribe. That excursion certainly must have 
whetted his appetite for further involvement with Native 
Americans. 
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After that trip he returned home and assisted his father in raising 
purebred Devon cattle. In March 1883 at the age of 23 Lucullus 
married Ardelia SWISHER, who was also a native of Harrison 
County, WV. They had 3 children before Ardelia died of cancer in 
1893 at 30 years of age at Johns Hopkins Hospital in Baltimore, 
MD. After Ardelia’s death Lucullus and his three young children, 
Ovid, Vergil and Iris, remained in the Berlin area for a time where 
he continued farming and raising cattle.  
     In June of 1895 he married Anna BOWMAN, which, according 
to his granddaughter, Judith, was because his “bairns” needed a 
mom. For the next 2 years the family lived in Upshur County on 
Buckhannon Run before moving to Darke County, Ohio, near 
Greenville, which is located on the Ohio-Indiana border where he 
continued farming and raising cattle in addition to running an 
Indian Artifacts Trading center. Why he selected that Ohio 
location remains a mystery to me. Some of his MCWHORTER 
relatives lived in Marion, Ohio, near Columbus, but It was 
reported that his lifelong dream of settling near Native Americans 
never wavered and he began making plans to move farther west 
to be near several Indian tribes. 
     After selling the farm and many of their personal belongings he 
and his little family left Ohio and moved to the Yakima River 
Valley in 1902. That move could not have been a “spur of the 
moment” decision because it involved moving not only his wife, 
three children and household belongings, but also his registered 
Devon cattle, seeds or starter plants of almost every variety, 
including paw-paws, fruit trees, berries, vegetables, grapes. etc. 
He must have leased one or more railroad cars to accomplish this 
move.  
     His granddaughter, Judith, was sure that his move west was 
motivated by his intense interest in Native Americans, plus his 
natural sense of adventure. Another report said that it was there 
that his involvement with Indian history and culture matured and 
continued throughout the remainder of his life. 
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     He moved to North Yakima in the state of Washington in 1902 
and purchased a 30 acre tract of wide-open and unfenced, lush 
farmland which is usually referred to as a ranch. He immediately 
began the process of starting a new life in this new area with 
several Indian tribes living nearby, which included the Yakima and 
Nez Perse tribes.     He continued raising his registered herd of 
Devon cattle.  That herd was the progenitor of all the Devon cattle 
in the northwest. His cattle were shown in cattle shows all up and 
down the Washington and Oregon coast including the Lewis and 
Clark Centennial Exposition in Portland, Oregon in 1905. His 
livestock took many awards and his wife, Annie BOWMAN, was 
very popular with the cattlemen because of the excellent food she 
prepared for them at the annual cattle-shows. 
     He permitted various Indian tribes to camp on his property 
when they were in the Yakima area and soon became close 
friends with both the Nez Perse and Yakima Indians. One report 
was that he kept a lame horse on his ranch for almost a year 
before it was reclaimed by a member of the Nez Perse tribe. This 
act of friendship helped him in establishing a trust between the 
Indians and himself. A few years later he was taken into the 
Yakima tribe given the Indian name of “Bigfoot”, a name that he 
used for the rest of his life. The Nez Perse tribe also adopted him 
into their tribe as a “blood brother” and gave him the name of “He-
Mene-Ka-Wan” or “Old-Wolf”.  
     His granddaughter, Judith, reported that he began seriously 
collecting tribal lore in 1908. His method was to live with the 
Indians and record what they told him of their customs and 
history. These Indians had no written records of their past 
endeavors and “Bigfoot” recorded their oral histories in his “field 
book”, which he was never without. 
     In 1910 he became what some have described as a “minority 
activist”, assisting the Indian tribes to retain ownership of what 
had been their land for hundreds of years. One of his more 
famous episodes had him riding his white horse, Wild Eye, 
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throughout the vast Yakima Reservation advising the Indians to 
not sign a paper that would relinquish land and water rights. The 
Indians listened to their “brother”, Bigfoot, and were saved “water 
rights” and thousands of acres of land. 
     His granddaughter reported that during these years Bigfoot 
became a familiar figure on the brick streets of the little frontier 
town of Yakima. He was easily recognized by wearing the Indian’s 
large felt-brimmed hat, complete with a colorful feather tucked in 
Ardelia band, and Indian beaded gauntlets and the hand-made 
blue fringed shirt like those of his youth back in West Virginia. 
     As stated earlier, there is so much to report and time and 
space does not permit me to give you more than a quick 
“thumbnail sketch” of this most interesting ancestor at this time. 
While so many of our MCWHORTERs became doctors, lawyers, 
dentists and judges, Lucullus Virgil MCWHORTER, without 
benefit of much formal education, might well be one of the most 
frequently recognized authors of historical documents in America. 
Undoubtedly his book Border Settlers of Northwestern Virginia is 
the most recognized of those he authored. This book is frequently 
quoted as verification of other historic events by WITHERS in his 
book Chronicles of Border Warfare and DEHASS in his History of 
Indian Wars in West Virginia, and many others.  
      One report indicated that he originally set out to simply write a 
history of Jesse Hughes. Jesse was the famous Indian fighter 
from our own Hackers Creek area that had so many life and death 
escapades with the Indians in (then) Virginia. The size of the 
document continued to grow until he was persuaded to just make 
Jesse an important part of the larger history of this frontier area. 
That book was first published in 1915 and has been reprinted at 
least five times—the latest by the Hacker’s Creek Pioneer 
Descendants (HCPD) and is offered for sale in their library. 
     Again, time and space does not permit me to describe in detail 
my 1990 visit to Bigfoot’s ranch and home in Yakima and visiting 
the Washington State University Library in Pullman, Washington 
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where his extensive collection of artifacts and documents are kept 
in a special section of the library. I spent four days in that library 
and was frustrated that I could only read a fraction of his 
documents and see only part of his many artifacts.  
     It was obvious that he had been a “collector” his entire life and 
must have saved every letter and magazine he ever received, and 
there were hundreds, if not thousands. Lucullus did not save 
copies of letters that he had written, only those he received. 
However, his great-niece, Sally B. HAYES, recently gave me a 
collection of letters that her grandfather, Judge John C. 
MCWHORTER (Lucullus’ younger brother) had received from 
“Cul”. These documents revealed much more about Lucullus that 
does not appear in our history books. The letters revealed, for 
example, his strong interest in politics. He was often critical of the 
politicians in Washington, DC—particularly if they were 
Republicans. The Washington State University library staff has 
sorted and catalogued his material and the listings encompass 
many pages. 
     In conclusion I will relate excerpts from one of the many letters 
Lucullus received from his younger brother John Camillus (Jack), 
a West Virginia Circuit Court Judge living in Buckhannon, WV. 
While many of John’s letters covered a variety of topics—
including personal matters, health, relatives, bear hunting, etc., 
this particular one dealt with religious matters. John was taking 
Lucullus to task for what seemed to be L. V’s. adoption of the 
“dreamer religion”, which was described as a trancelike form of 
religion practiced by the Indians. John suggested that perhaps 
Cul was spending too much time with the Indians and had been 
smoking their peace pipe too often. I always wondered what his 
response was, if any. 
     His granddaughter reported that in 1942 he was recognized in 
Who’s Who among North American Writers and he was also 
awarded the Certificate of Merit which eulogized him for 
“scholarship and monumental work in research”. He was Curator 
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of the Washington State Historical Society and was instrumental 
in placing historical markers throughout the state of Washington 
and Montana. 
     Lucullus died October 18, 1944 and was buried in The 
Tahoma Cemetery in Yakima. His funeral procession included a 
long line of Indians from both the Yakima and Nez Perse tribes. 
On our MCWHORTER reunion tour I point out the large STONE 
marker in the Friendship Cemetery on Jesse’s Run that had been 
placed there by the Yakima Indians from the State of Washington 
to commemorate their brother Lucullus Virgil “Bigfoot” 
MCWHORTER—their friend and a truly great man. I am proud to 
be related to “Bigfoot”! 
 

 

JAMES S. STOUT, HCPD MEMBER 

HAS NEW BOOK 

NEW NOVEL SET IN EARLY RICHWOOD, WV 

Review by Maxine Corbett, Editor, “Nicholas Chronicle”  
      
     Two native West Virginia authors have penned a book, set in early 
Richwood when it was still called Cherry Tree Bottoms. In fact, that is 
the title of the book. 
     This is not a book for history buffs looking for information. This is 
rather a fiction tale of what it was like when the "big mill" was being 
established at the forks of Cherry River. This is the tale of the struggle 
to get the mill up and running, the obstacles presented by the remote 
location, the total isolation, and the lack of ready resources. 
     It talks of the virgin timber located on tracts of land owned by many 
different people who had to be tracked down before the timber could be 
cut. It speaks of the ingenuity and the diverse skills of early pioneers, 
their ability to improvise when a problem arose. The difficulty of a ford 
for the Gauley River plays a huge role as to getting supplies to the area. 
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     There are many characters who are introduced along the way as the 
story progresses. There is an orphan, Rose, and a young man from a 
family of some means, Jesse, who eventually turns from his "wicked 
ways" to become a preacher. The two marry but soon Rose is widowed. 
She continues throughout the story, one of the strongest women you 
will meet in fiction. 
     There is the mill organizer who is a fair and decent man, and all the 
other pioneer- spirited workers who surround him. This is simply a story 
of how it might have been in earliest Richwood. There is some 
suspense but little tragedy in this book, just a basic saga of a mill being 
established in what was virtually a wilderness. The larger towns 
surrounding this isolated land are featured in the telling. Here and there, 
the names of a few characters are familiar to those who know early 
Richwood history.  
     This is a long story, 537 pages, but well worth the time and effort 
needed to read the book. The story will be of interest to anyone who 
calls Richwood their home town for while this book is not historically 
correct, it is entertaining with glimpses of the early settlement and the 
struggle to establish the Cherry River Boom & Lumber Company at the 
turn of the century. 
     You will enjoy being introduced to Rose and all the people she 
meets after leaving the care of the Catholic Sisters who instilled the 
values she used throughout her travels as the book progresses.  
     Jim Stout, one of the authors, has visited Richwood on several 
occasions. He was born in Lost Creek, Harrison County, and now, at 
age 83, lives in Indianapolis This is his second novel. He previously 
worked on catalogs and technical manuals for the electronic and related 
industries, including equipment used on military aircraft.  
     His co-author, Alice McEwuen, grew up in Weston, attended West 
Virginia Wesleyan, and now lives in Morgantown. She was previously 
employed by the Head Start Program and helped write and illustrate 
many educational works. This is her third foray as a co-author. 
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DNA QUERY! 

 
 I am mapping my DNA with specific ancestors who 
provided the various parts of my DNA. I need help from 
other descendants - we need to collaborate. If you 
descend from any of these ancestors and have taken a 
DNA test, or would be willing to, please contact me. Any 
descendant of: any ALKIRE line from Hampshire to Lewis 
Co, VA; Joseph ALLEN b c1780, in War 1812 d 1848 
Taylor Co; any WV BARTLETT - almost all descend from 
Thomas c1730-1806. (Don't worry, I can figure out how 
you fit in this tree); BENNETTs of Chester Co, PA; 
BURRELLs of Monongalia Co; BUSH lines from 
Hampshire to Lewis Co; BUTCHERs from Lewis Co; Jacob 
CONRAD 1705-1775 of Monongalia Co; George FISHER 
c174s of Monongalia Co, GLAZE from Scotland to Lewis 
Co;   b1740, in Rev War then Monongalia Co; NEWLONs 
from Loudoun Co, VA or PA; Seriah STRATTON; WELCH 
from Hampshire/Harrison Co. I am willing to share costs on 
DNA testing, and can do all the set up and ordering and 
help using and understanding the results. Jim BARTLETT 
7224 Beacon Ter, Bethesda, MD 20817 
jim4bartletts@verizon.net 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:jim4bartletts@verizon.net


 

 

Hacker’s Creek Journal                           15                              Vol. XXXI, Iss. 3 

 

 

THIS IS MY FIRST TIME! 

Sondra Gordon Nasseri 

     
   I was raised on genealogy but this summer has been a real 
blessing for me.   After my father passed in February, 2005, I have 
been trying to get his vast files of family history entered in my 
computer as well as updating it as I can.  The main problem I seem 
to keep encountering is that there is never enough time to work on 
this major undertaking!  My parents, Bertie and Julia GORDON, 
always attended the HCPD Gatherings and I always wanted to go 
too.  Not possible for a working girl but if you happen to not be 
working, then you can join the group and try something new.    
     What a great experience I had in August at the 2013 HCPD 
Gathering!  There were people attending that I have known all my life 
and some that I met for the very first time.  The HERSMANs were 
looking for the Newberne Cemetery in Gilmer County and that was 
very exciting for me.  I mowed that Cemetery as a kid and have lots 
of ancestors buried there.   We traded information and have been 
corresponding since our first meeting.   
     When I first joined HCPD I checked it out on Facebook as well 
and to my surprise I found a picture of my Great, Great 
Grandparents, namely Joseph Francis GORDON and Matilda 
Catherine SMITH GORDON.  It took a few months but finally I met 
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with a newly found third cousin Denise POWERS FABIAN from 
Ohio.  Her Great Grandmother and my Great Grandfather were 
brother and sister!  Going back on Grandma Matilda’s side of the 
family, I now can claim Henry MCWHORTER as my 5 times Great 
Grandpa!  I always knew we had a connection to the MCWHORTER 
cabin at Jackson Mills, but I had no idea that he was my Grandpa!  I 
planned a small reunion with Denise and other cousins at Lightburn’s  
Restaurant at Stonewall Resort near Weston earlier this month.  
Walter MCWHORTER, my 4 times great uncle, and Joseph 
LIGHTBURN were close friends for many years.  During General 
LIGHTBURN’s final illness, his old friend, Uncle Walter, drove his 
horse and buggy over to see him.  It was well past time for the train 
and not knowing the train was late, he drove onto the track.  Before 
he could leave the buggy and open the big gate, the belated train 
came around the curve and struck the buggy, killing instantly both 
horse and man.  Uncle Walter was buried on May 18, 1901, and the 
following day General LIGHTBURN was buried.  The restaurant was 
named for General Joseph LIGHTBURN and somehow I hope all 
our ancestors were smiling down on us as we met for the first time 
and compared photographs and history.  We had an awesome 
afternoon!   
     It is really crazy how quickly you can track your heritage if you 
really want to learn more.  Of course as I started out, I have been 
raised with genealogy, but let me finish with a cute story from my 
husband, Kazem.  We met while I was working at Glenville State 
College 36 years ago when he came from Tehran, with about 40 
other students from Iran to study.  We celebrated our 35th wedding 
anniversary this past August and he loves to tell new relatives we 
meet that I only married him because my dad always said, “You can’t 
date him, he is your cousin,” each time I brought someone new 
home to meet my parents!  I knew I was safe when I took Kazem 
home for surely Dad wouldn’t have him on my family tree!   
     I am looking for information on the families of GORDON, 
HINZMAN, BOTT, SPURGEON, FLESHER, LEGGETT, HALL, 
SPONAUGLE, SMITH, COOPER and I don’t even know who else to 
meet more relatives!  I am very proud of my entire heritage!  
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MEMORIALS 

 

 Margaret Juanita (DENNISON) HILL 
 

     Margaret was born on Dec. 9, 
1921 in Lewis County, WV to the late 
John CURRY Jr. (1887-1952) and 
Lennie Gay (HEATER) DENNISON 
(1897-1979).  She was the 
granddaughter of John CURRY Sr. 
(1859-1933) and Annie (Shepler) 
DENNISON (1856-1922) and the 
great granddaughter of Calvin 
CURRY (1830-1908) and Margaret 

Elizabeth (MORRISON) DENNISON (1836-1920).  Calvin and Margaret 
were the former owners of the fairgrounds located once at Bendale, 
WV.  
     At the age of ninety-one Margaret went home to be with the Lord on 
August 30, 2013 in Foster, WV. She was preceded in death by her 
loving husband Irvin Denver HILL; brothers: Wade DENNISON, Ralph 
DENNISON, Zed DENNISON, Herbert DENNISON, Jack DENNISON, 
and Calvin DENNISON; sisters: Rose Ellen SHAVER and Nellie 
DENNISON; and grandchildren: Veronica Lee MILLER, Harry Lee 
MILLER II, and Christopher Lee DOTSON. 
     Margaret was a loving wife, mother, grandmother, and great-
grandmother.  She was a faithful member of the Foster Church of Christ 
for over sixty-seven years.  Margaret enjoyed playing her accordion.   
     A graduate Weston High School in 1942, she went to work at Erie 
Ordinance in Port Clinton, Ohio where she met and later married 
Denver on August 31, 1945. 
     She leaves three daughters: Laverne (Harry) MILLER of Madison, 
Alvanna HILL FELTY, and Paula (Leslie) PRICE both of Foster; two-
granddaughters: Holla (Travis) FAIR, and Chelsea Elaine PRICE; one-
great granddaughter: Lydia Dennel FAIR; and one great grandson on 
the way: Tyson C. FAIR, all of Foster and a host of nieces, nephews, 
and friends.  
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     Pallbearers: Leslie PRICE; Travis FAIR; Mark HILL; David 
BOWLES; Francis HALSTEAD; Ronnie HILL; and Jay HILL.  Honorary 
Pallbearers: Dale BOOTH; Harley HILL; Hildree HILL; Johnnie 
DENNISON; John MCCUTCHEON; Norman HILL’ and Roy DOLIN. 
She was interred at Boone Memorial Park, Washington Heights, WV.    
      She was the aunt of Marlene MCCUTCHEON KALTENBACH and 
Pauline (DENNISON) MCCUTCHEON  
 
 

Albert “Bud” BURNSIDE 

 
Albert L. BURNSIDE, Jr. 84, of North Huntingdon, passed away 
Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2013. Husband of Dorothy E. (STONE) BURNSIDE; 
father of Terry L. BURNSIDE, Richard J. BURNSIDE, and Ruth A. 
GHRIST; grandfather of three; great-grandfather of four; also nieces 
and nephews; brother of the late John Robert BURNSIDE. Visitation 
and services were later held at the William Snyder Funeral Home, 521 
Main Street, Irwin, PA. 
 
 
Editor’s Note: Bud will always remember the many hours of volunteer 
time that he, Dolly and daughter Terry gave to HCPD through the 
years.  They were especially helpful as volunteers at the Jubilee.   
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LAND RECORDS 

Dennis B. RODGERS 
 

Note: This continues a reprint of  “Records Before and Beyond the 
Census in Virginia and West Virginia,” a paper prepared by Dennis for a 
talk given at the annual gathering in August 2012. 
 

Overview. Land records in Virginia, including that part which 
became West Virginia, are of considerable interest to historians and 
genealogists. In fact land records, along with court records, might be 
the only sources of family information available from colonial and 
pioneer times. Here we will discuss the major land records, including 
the headright and treasury right systems for acquiring land during 
the colonial period and the treasury warrant system used from 
1779 forward. Also included are the claims to unpatented lands, 
which are of significant interest to those researching central West 
Virginia, and the records of the Northern Neck Proprietary which in 
West Virginia pertain to the northeastern counties including the 
Hampshire/Hardy County area. Special attention will be given to 
the sources where researchers may find these records. 

 
Value to Researchers. Why are these records valuable to 
historians and genealogists? There are many reasons, and I’m 
certain there are many more than those mentioned here. All land 
patents and grants disclose the identity of landowners and the 
location of their land including many landmarks. Patents of land 
under the headright system reveal the names of many people who 
immigrated to Virginia. Claims to unpatented lands and surveys for 
those lands often show one or more levels of heirship in cases 
where the original claimant plus even his eldest son or brother 
became deceased. The surveys and other supporting documents of 
the Northern Neck grants often reveal spouses, family relationships 
and signatures of early pioneers. Subsequent deeds in the chain 
of title will reveal the identity of the grantor’s spouse and where 
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the grantor and spouse were living at the time their 
acknowledgements were taken. Some deeds reveal the identity of 
the heirs or descendants of a deceased owner. And finally all land 
records reveal patterns of migration into and out of any 
particular area, and taken together for that area show the owners 
in the neighborhood from time to time. In short these records cannot 
be ignored by anyone having a serious interest in Virginia’s 
development and in those who participated in that development. 

Colonial Period. From 1624 to the Revolution land was conveyed 
by the royal governor in the name of the Crown, and the 
documents of conveyance was called “patents.” A patent 
identified the king or queen in whose name it was issued, the 
person or persons acquiring the land, the county where the land was 
located, and gave a description of the land. Patents are almost 
complete from 1624 to  the Revolution, but, unfortunately, all 
surveys and supporting documents received by the secretary of the 
colony in Williamsburg in connection with the issuance of the 
patents were annually destroyed prior to 1779. Surveys exist, 
however, in some counties. 

 

1. Headright System.  In order to help populate the Virginia 
colony, commencing around 1614 each person who entered 
Virginia to settle was given fifty acres of land for himself and any 
family members whose passage from England was paid by the 
settler.  In practice, and certainly after 1724, the land was given 
to the person who paid the transportation cost to import the 
immigrants.  The immigrants in turn became indentured servants 
to those who paid for their transportation.  At the end of five to 
seven years they were released from servitude, given a new set 
of clothes and sent off to settle in the western wilds. 

2. Treasury Right System.  After nearly a century the conflicts 
among the large landowners, servants and Native Americans led 
to the establishment of the treasury right system.  Under this 
method, anyone who paid to the secretary of the colony five 
shillings per acres would receive the right to a patent.  Patents 
exceeding four thousand acres were prohibited, but occasionally 
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exceptions were made so that a few land companies and 
individuals controlled the sale of some land. 

3. Records Availability.  The multivolume set Cavaliers and 
Pioneers by Nell Marion Nugent (Richmond: Press of the Dietz 
Printing Co., 1934-2005) contains abstracts of patents which 
issued from 1623 to 1782.  Microfilms of patents are available for 
viewing at The Library of Virginia or through interlibrary load (at 
http://www.lva.virginia.gov search under “Land Office).  Patents 
are also digitally available by the name of the grantee on the 
Library’s website at 
http://www.virginiamemory.com/collections/collections by topic 
(“collections_by_topic”).  Patents are also available for local 
viewing on microfilm from the Family History Library (at 
https://familysearch.org search under  “Virginia”).  For counties 
and cities in present-day Virginia, see “A Guide to Virginia 
County and City Records on Microfilm” at 
http://www.lva.virginia.gov/public/local/ for a listing of microfilms 
of records held by the Library of Virginia including surveys.  For 
example, volumes 1, 2 and part of 3 or Augusta County 
Surveyors’ Records, appearing on Reel #107, contain surveys of 
land from the colonial period.  The listing indicates which films 
are available for interlibrary load.  Abstract of Land Grant 
Surveys: 1761-1791 by Peter Clin KAYLOR (1938.  Reprint 
Baltimore: Genealogical Publishing Co., 1976) contains 
abstracts of surveys from Augusta and Rockingham counties. 

Post Colonial – Treasury Warrant System.  By an act of 1779 the 
Virginia General Assembly established the Land Office and elected a 
register to administer the sale and distribution of land.  Under this 
system a person paid forty pounds (later dollars and cents) for each 
hundred acres of land he desired to purchase. 

1. Granting Process. The register of the Land Office issued a 
numbered treasury warrant which was delivered to a surveyor.  
The warrant and a completed survey were then returned to the 
Land Office which, after a six-month wait for any conflicts to 
develop, recorded the survey and issued a conveyance called a 
“grant” to be distinguished from the patent issued under the 

http://www.lva.virginia.gov/
http://www.virginiamemory.com/collections/collections
https://familysearch.org/
http://www.lva.virginia.gov/public/local/
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Crown.  At any time after the issuance of the warrant the 
purchaser could assign (sell) the warrant.  Assignments and 
other documents in connection with the issuance of grants are 
known as “plats and certificates” which have been preserved. 

2. Records Ability.  Sims Index to Land Grants in West Virginia 
(1952.  Reprint Baltimore: Genealogical Publishing Co., 2003) by 
Edgar B. Sims contains an index to grants from 1779 to 1861 for 
land in what is now West Virginia.  Recorded grants from 1779 to 
1948 are available on microfilm at the Library of Virginia or 
through interlibrary loan ( again at http://www.lva.virginia.gov 
search under “Land Office”).  Grants are also available digitally 
on the Library’s website at 
http://www.virginiamemory.com/collections/collections_by_topic 
(“collection_by_topic).  Surveys are generally found in the 
surveyors’ records of the various counties where the land was 
located at the time of the recording.  See the above-referenced 
“A Guide to Virginjia County and City Records on Microfilm” for a 
listing of survey and other records on microfilm held by the 
Library and available on interlibrary loan.  See Also Kaylor 
above.  Original documents called “Plats and certificates” are 
available for viewing at the Library.  Land records are also 
available for local viewing from the Family History Library (again, 
at https://familysearch.org search under “Virginia”). 

Claims to Unpatented Lands. 

1. Background.  Because of the disorder created by the 
Revolution, grants were not made between 1774 and 1779.  
The 1779 act of the Virginia General Assembly provided a 
method by which persons who had settled on unpatented land 
before 17778 could obtain certificates for settlement rights in up 
to four hundred acres plus preemptive rights to acquire up to 
one thousand acres more.  Many of these claims were for lands 
now comprising much of central West Virginia and some of 
western Virginia. 

2. Process.  Commissioners were appointed in four districts to 
adjust the claims for unpatented land, and they traveled 
throughout the district to which they were appointed to meet 

http://www.lva.virginia.gov/
http://www.virginiamemory.com/collections/collections_by_topic
https://familysearch.org/
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with claimants.  Claimants paid the commissioners ten shillings 
for each hundred acres in the certificates plus ten shillings to 
the clerk of the commission for each certificate.  In order to 
obtain a warrant from the Land Office for preemptive rights, 
claimants had to pay an additional consideration fee of forty 
pounds for each hundred acres (the same as the fee for 
treasury warrants).  Surveys were made for the land in the 
settlement rights as well as for that in the preemptive warrants, 
and grants were obtained and recorded.  The Kentucky 
Secretary of State’s website contains an excellent explanation 
of the process at 
http://www.sos.ky.gov/land/nonmilitary/settlements.  Click on 
the tab “Informational Article” on the left side of the page.  As 
noted earlier, many of the claimants were not the original 
settlers.  Some were heirs of settlers who had died for one 
reason or another after settlement but prior to the meetings of 
the commissioners in 1781, and others were assignees of the 
original settlers. 

3. Districts.  Districts included Washington and Montgomery 
counties for one and Kentucky County for another.  The two 
following districts are particularly pertinent to researchers in 
West Virginia, and records of the commissioners there have 
survived. 

a.  Northern District.  A district was established in the area 
which was known as West Augusta, comprising the 
counties of Monongalia, Yohogania and Ohio.  Meetings of 
the commissioners were held in what is now southern 
Pennsylvania, in the Morgantown area, and in Clarksburg.  
Claims from the West Fork and Buckhannon areas were 
included in this district, and claimants from those areas 
traveled to Clarksburg for meetings with the 
commissioners. 

b. Southern District.  This district comprised the counties of 
Augusta, Botetourt and Greenbrier including the Tygart 
Valley which later became part of Randolph County.  

http://www.sos.ky.gov/land/nonmilitary/settlements
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Meetings were held in each county of the district including 
meetings in the Tygart Valley. 

4.  Records Availability. 

     a. Preemption Certificates.  Records of 2738 certificates from all  
         districts for preemption rights and their warrants are available in  
         the original form as well as on microfilm at the Library of Virginia  
         (search under “Land Office” at http://www.lva.virginia..gov.  This  
         microfilm is also available from the Family History Library  
         (again, at https://familysearch.org search under “Virginia”.  Also 
          at http://apps.sos.ky.gov/land/nonmilitary/settlements. The 
          Kentucky Secretary of state’s website contains a search  
          function for a database of the 2738 certificates indexed by 
          warrant number.  Click on the tab “Search” on the left side of the  
          page. You may also choose to review all certificates in each  
          county. 
      b. Monongalia County. All certificates for land in Monongalia  
          County not just those granting preemption rights, were recorded   
           in a book which is preserved at the Monongalia County  
           courthouse.  Earl L. Core abstracted many if not all of them in 
           volumes 1 and 2 of his Bicentennial History, “The Monongalia  
           Story” (Parsons, WV: McLain Printing Company, 1974).  A  
           microfilm of the Monongalia certificates is available from the  
           Family History Libraryy for local viewing at         
           https://familysearch.org/films/.  The film number is 840856. 
       c. Southern District. Minutes of the meetings of the  
           Commissioners from the so-called “Southern District” are  
           contained in Volume 13, Numbers 1, Spring 1977 (pgs. 37-57)  
           and 2, Fall 1977 (pgs 26-42) of the Augusta Historical Bulletin, 
           published by the Augusta County Historical Society. 
       d. Surveys and Grants.  Surveys of the land claims can be found 
            in the survey records of the county where the land was located  
            at the time of the recording.  These surveys often mention 
            additional heirs and assignees.  Grants for these claims are 
            available with other grants from the post-Revolution period  
            (see above), but they generally contain little family or  
            transactional information. 

 

http://www.lva.virginia..gov/
https://familysearch.org/
http://apps.sos.ky.gov/land/nonmilitary/settlements
https://familysearch.org/films/
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Beechtown Cemetery where are buried David and Rebecca 
(Liskey) WILSON, Rex WILSON’s great great grandparents. 
 

David & Rebecca (Liskey) Wilson 
     The tall monument on the left is Louisa Virginia (BERRY) 
WILSON, daughter-in-law to David and Rebecca.  She married 
Aristobolus (A. R.)  The small tombstone just to her right is her 
baby that just lived three days.  Aristobolus remarried about a 
year later to Mary ARMSTRONG.  He died and is buried in the 
Lone Oak Addition Cemetery in Point Pleasant, Mason County, 
West Virginia.  The next medium sized tombstone to the right is 
Ingaby, daughter of David and Rebecca.  Of interest, her name 
has the last four letters wrong: Inbaga vice Ingaby!  I don’t believe 
she ever married.  The next tall monument is David and Rebecca.  
They were married in 1837 in Rockingham County, Virginia.  Their 
marriage bond is in the first marriage book in the court house in 
Harrisonburg, Virginia.  The next medium-to-large tombstone to 
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the right is Almira, daughter of David and Rebecca.  I don’t 
believe she ever married. 
 
David and Rebecca’s other children are buried as follows: 
Albertus (Rex WILSON’s great grandfather) is buried in the New 
Monmouth Presbyterian Church Cemetery in Lexington, 
Rockbridge County, Virginia.  Leonidas is buried in Greenwood 
County Cemetery, Eureka, Kansas.  Artibanus is buried with his 
wife, Mary Delia (FRIEL) WILSON and daughter, Virginia, in 
Holton, Jackson County, Kansas.  Permelia and Elvira are buried 
near Hodgesville in MCVANEY Cemetary, Upshur County, West 
Virginia with their husbands: George Washington MCVANEY and 
Jacob STARCHER.  Wrispa is buried in Louisa Jane Cemetery 
near Stonewall Jackson Lake in Lewis County near Weston, West 
Virginia.  She married Lyda ARMSTRONG.  According to 
Rebecca’s obituary, there is another child that remains to be 
found. 
     David WILSON’s parents were Samuel and Jane (KAIZE, 
KEYS, KAYS) WILSON.  They were born and married in 
Ireland—most likely Northern Ireland, Ulster. 
     The Beechtown Cemetery is located on top of a beautiful West 
Virginia HILL, and is maintained in immaculate condition by the 
Beechtown Cemetery Association.  It is surrounded by very 
pleasant farm land.  
 
           Submitted by: Rex W. Wilson 
                                                PO Box 34896 
                                                San Antonio, TX 78265-4896 
                                                (210) 366-3567 
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Reverend Adolphus A. Bailey 

by Beverly BAILEY ROBINSON 
 

     My great grandfather, Adolphus 
BAILEY, like many other BAILEYs in 
north-central West Virginia, 
descended from a long line starting 
with Stephen, who came from England 
to Virginia in the 1600s. 
     William Blackwell (1766-1846) and 
Elizabeth MINTER BAILEY (1771-
1838) were Adolphus’ great 
grandparents.  They came over to the 
mountains from Fauquier County to 

Harrison County, VA arriving in 1802. Their new community and 
church were named Broad Run after the area they had left 
behind. They are buried in the Broad Run Cemetery, Lightburn, 
WV. 
     Their son and Adolphus’ grandfather, Joseph Blackwell 
BAILEY, was a Baptist minister and farmer. His wife was Mary 
Sarah SMITH, daughter of Adam SMITH and Ann CAIN. They 
married 11 Mar 1830 in Harrison Co, VA and had eight children, 
among them Elias J. BAILEY, Adolphus’s father. 
     Elias, born 2 Mary 1834, was married on Jan 31, 1856, in 
Kincheloe to Jemima “Jennie” CARDER, daughter of John G. 
CARDER and Susannah YERKEY. They had ten sons.  
Adolphus, whose nickname was “Dolph,” was born on February 
10, 1878 near Clarksburg, Harrison County, WV. 
     Adolphus married Maud E. HUDKINS, the only daughter of Ira 
HUDKINS and Emily Adeline KEMPER. Maud was born on 
January 9, 1882 near Clarksburg, but lost her father when she 
was only 3 years old. Maud descends from several of the first 14 
families, who came to the Germania Colonies of Virginia in 1714. 
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Her KEMPERs and HITTs were Baptists and knew the BAILEYs 
in Fauquier Co. before coming west. 
Adolphus and Maud had four children: 

 Harless B. BAILEY, b. July 5, 1901 and d. April 29, 1980, 

Carrollton VA 

 Naomi Mae “Oma” BAILEY, b. March 30, 1904 and d. 

December7, 2001 in Oakland, MD. 

 Roberta Ruth BAILEY, b. November 30, 1920, d. 

September 13, 1995 in Hampshire Co, WV. 

 Betty Zane BAILEY, b. September 4, 1927, d. May 17, 

2000 in Bedford, PA. 

     Many of Adolphus’ relatives were Baptist ministers, and he 
followed that tradition. With Maud’s support, he studied at the 
Broaddus Institute and graduated from a Baptist seminary in 
Louisville, Kentucky.  As a minister, he first served churches in 
Kingwood, WV; Arlington and Spencer, South Dakota; and 
Fairview (today Nutter Fort) Baptist Church in Clarksburg, WV. 
     Rev. BAILEY next became an evangelist in western Maryland, 
so the family moved to Garrett County, MD in about 1924. He 
settled first in Mountain Lake Park, where he preached, and later 
in nearby Loch Lynn. He served at Loch Lynn, Ferndale, and 
Deep Creek Baptist Churches. 
     He was well known for his revivals, and was described in the 
History of Ferndale Baptist Church as being “very exuberant in his 
preaching. He put his heart and soul into his revival sermons.  As 
part of this work, he was well known for writing hymns and 
poems.  One poem written for Deep Creek Baptist Church reads 
in the first stanza: “The old church stands by the side of the road. 
Forsaken, storm-beaten and gray. There close by its side remains 
the old oak. Lone companion by night, by day.” 
     Throughout his life, he was a talented oil painter and 
carpenter. He also enjoyed fishing and hunting.  During the 
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Depression, he cut hair and worked on the roads to support his 
family. 
     Adolphus approached old age with good humor, as shown in 
the poem on page 34. Rev. BAILEY died of heart disease in a 
Cumberland, MD hospital on February 28, 1947. He is buried at 
Ferndale Baptist Church Cemetery next to his wife, who died on 
March 6, 1964. 
 
 

 

QUERIES (cont. from p. 36 )  

 
 

7. Who were the parents of Mary CARPENTER who married James 
SCHOOLCRAFT  on 26 Oct 1795 in Harrison County, VA/WV?  Dennis 
RODGERS, 1474 Beechwood Trail, Fort Myers, FL  33919;  217-390-
3166; ecomantoo@comcast.net. 
 

8.  Looking for information on Dexter PETERSON 1836-
1879,married to Sarah Marcelia FISHER 1848-1942.  Looking for 
death record, pictures and information about his PETERSON-
SIMPSON line.  Maria SOTO marisoto_1@charter.net , 2703 
Hackett Avenue, Long Beach, Ca 99815 
 
9.  Seek proof that Mary “Polly” HACKER, sister to the pioneer 
John HACKER, was married to John BUSH.  I’ve seen this 
information on various family sheets but haven’t seen any proof. 
Joy GILCHRIST DEFAZIO, 101 Southern Ave., Clarksburg, WV 
26301  joy41941@frontier.com 

 

 

 

mailto:ecomantoo@comcast.net
mailto:marisoto_1@charter.net
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Harrisville Pioneer Cemetery 

by Beverly Railey ROBINSON 
 
     

My usual forays into 
Ritchie County have been 
to visit North Bend State 
Park for conferences and 
recreation. Through the 
internet, I was fortunate to 
meet two distant cousins, 
Jean WILSON MOORE 
and Pam HAUGHT 

STANLEY, who helped me research our HUDKINS, INGRAM, and 
SLAVEN ancestors, who had served in the Revolutionary War.   
     Jean and Pam invited me to attend a meeting of the Anne Royall 
Chapter, NSDAR at the impressive General Thomas M. Harris School 
Museum. While there, I visited the Pioneer Cemetery, just outside 
Harrisville, which the Chapter has spent many years restoring in 
collaboration with people, young and old, in that community.  
     The restoration of a cemetery is one of the greatest legacies a 
community can leave to current to future generations. The work which 
has been done with the Pioneer Cemetery, the oldest known cemetery 
in Ritchie County, has resulted in an impressive transformation. Over 
the years, the Cemetery had fallen into disarray; tombstones had 
toppled, weeds had overtaken it, and the beautiful iron fence had rusted 
and fallen. 
     A visit to the Pioneer Cemetery today shows the highly successful 
efforts of an active community effort to preserve history. The interest of 
the Anne Royal Chapter grew from members, Elizabeth 
STONESTREET, Vesta CRANE and Winifred SCOTT, who cared 
greatly about the Cemetery and had been asking for help since the 
1970s.  Early in the 1980s, Jean WILSON MOORE visited the 
Cemetery, so overgrown with green briers, blackberry vines, and 
multiflora roses, literally could not walk through it. 
    Jean (who is the third great-granddaughter of Lawrence and Agnes 
HARPER MEALY and Edward and Sarah WALKER GIBSON 
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SKELTON, all buried in the Pioneer Cemetery) soon took up the banner 
of seeing the Cemetery restored. Honoring veterans was a passion. The 
focus became placing monuments on unmarked graves, repairing 
existing monuments, and restoring a beautiful iron fence that had fallen 
into a rusting heap of metal.  
 

 
    
     Fundraising, of course, was a huge part of the effort. Descendants 
and community members pitched in with donations, held yard sales, 
had a quilt and picture raffle, sponsored a luncheon and community 
sing, and sold a genealogy disk. Many people, including descendants, 
and organizations donated materials, equipment, and manpower. I hear 
that there was a lot of “begging” going on, but they obviously got what 
they needed.   
     Mr. NELSON TINNELL of Summersville answered the call to restore 
the fence, a job he did with love and skill. It was installed with the help 
of local volunteers.  
     Today the Pioneer Cemetery is a beautiful place to visit. There is 
now collaborative commitment to maintain the site. There is well-
deserved community pride in the success of the project. Future 
generations will be able to visit graves of people with surnames 
including: BLUE, CHANCELLOR, COCHRAN, CLARK, 
CUNNINGHAM, HARRIS, LOWTHER, MEALEY/MALEY, MITCHELL, 
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ROGERS, STUART, SIMMONS, and SKELTON.  Three Revolutionary 
War veterans all have their graves respectfully and impressively 
marked. Good job, folks!  
Many thanks to Jean and Pam for sharing information about the Pioneer 
Cemetery. For more information, contact Pam at 
stanley47@zoominternet.net. 
 

 

 

QUERIES???? 
1. $100 reward, paid to HCPD in name of person who finds proof of the 
cause of death of Ira Nelson HUDKINS. He was  born 28 Apr 1853 in 
Barbour Co, WV to John NELSON and Rebecca STOUT HUDKINS and 
died 28 Feb 1885, supposedly in Harrison Co, WV. Ira left behind his 
pregnant wife, Emma KEMPER HUDKINS, and two children, Maud, 
age 3, and Cletus, almost 2. Emma was a daughter of Reuben 
KEMPER and Rosamond HITT. Ira is buried with his mother and wife 
(who later married Wm. Marine CURREY) in Mt. Carmel Cemetery, 
Kincheloe, Harrison Co, WV.  Beverly ROBINSON, 1540 Stewartstown 
Road, Morgantown, WV 26505  bez4@aol.com 

 
2.  Does anyone on the list have any information ON Peter C.  
HOSELTON  Apr 1861-Nov 1, 1902, supposedly died in Parkersurg, 
WV . son of Arthur HOSELTON and Mary Jane WHITEHEAD.  Peter 
married Elizabeth Jane “Jennie” BARKER 1866-1893  in 1881 Wood 
co. WV. names were spelled different on their marriage record. Am 
having a hard time identifying which Peter this was, and can’t find a 
single thing on Arthur and Mary Jane WHITEHEAD HOSELTON. ANY 
HELP WOULD BE appreciated very much. I am wondering if he 
remarried after Jennie died. This has been one hard man to track.  Jane 
BOUCHER. 406 Schoolhouse Rd., East Stroudsburg, PA 18302-9437  
valjan1@verizon.net 
 

mailto:stanley47@zoominternet.net
mailto:bez4@aol.com
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3. Seek HANLINE/HENLINE/HENLIN/HAINLAN relatives. My mother 
was Nila Beatrice Hanlin.  Her father was Bernard HANLINE (1894-
1952), her great grandfather: William Riley HANLINE (1872-1916) and 
her great, great grandfather was Samuel HANLINE (1830-1912)  They 
all lived in Hardy Co West Virginia. My mother left with her family during 
the depression. Samuel and his son William are buried in Newhouse 
Cemetery outside Moorefield, West Virginia.  Bernard is buried at 
Antietam National Cemetery and my mother at Arlington National 
Cemetery. 
     Our brick wall is Samuel HANLINE who we believe was born in 
Lewis Co West Virginia.  There are two different Samuel HANLINEs in 
the census for Hardy Co West Virginia, about the same age, so it is 
easy to get them mixed-up.  The name can be HANLIN, HANLINE or 
HENLINE.  We are trying to connect Samuel to parents, but no real 
proof.  Some say he might be the son of Catherine 
HANLINE/HENLINE.  Joannie Erickson, 2637 Shady Lane, North Pole, 
AK 99705 
 
4.  William H. BARNETT born 1851 son of Andrew L. BARNETT and 
Emily CUTLIP born in Webster co. Va. His wife was listed in the 1880 
census as Nancy H. last name unknown.  #2 William H.H. BARNETT 
was born 1862 son of Addison M. BARNETT and Martha Ann 
ELLISON. His wife was Nancy Jane R. GOFF. William was born and 
married in Webster Co. WV William divorce Nancy GOFF 8/2/1898 in 
Webster Co.  The record shows him married to Roena CARPENTER in 
1882.  No divorce from her but he was with her again in 1910 and 1920 
according to the census. Roena died 1927 and her death certificate said 
she was a widow.  There were no records of the death of either 
WILLIAMS. I would like to know the name of the wife of William H. (son 
of Andrew L).  I need help on these two William BARNETTs.  Alan 
BARNETTE, 11822 Sandy Hill Drive, Orlando, FL 32821 
 
5.  After many, many years, I found another step backward in  
my search for Richard Epp ROBINSON family line.  Doing a search on 
familysearch.org, a marriage record came up for an R. S. ROBINSON b 
1842, Washington Co, VA married to Adaline STEELL b 1850 in N.C. 
on 19 Oct 1865. His parents were listed as William ROBINSON and 
Susan ?.  Her mother's name was Polly STEELL.  The marriage took 



 

 

Hacker’s Creek Journal                           34                              Vol. XXXI, Iss. 3 

 

 

place in Carroll, VA.   So, I now know my grandfather's parents' names 
(my great grandparents)  and am searching for  any info on them.  
William ROBINSON with wife Susan.  Washington Co, VA and Carroll 
Co, VA have shown up as locations.  If any of you find these elusive 
characters or any info on them, please let me know.  Email:  
ngregory@yahoo.com  or  call 304-452-8444 or write Nettie 
GREGORY, 66 Rabbit Hill Rd, Ireland, WV 26376. 

 
6. Searching for anyone who may be researching or connected to the 
FETTY family  from Roane Co., WV. Great  grandfather Francis 
STEINBECK's (1849-1905) brother Christian Henry STEINBECK  
(1840-1879)  was Arminta PriceRuhl FETTYs first husband ..married in 
1865 &    had 4 or 5 children.   Arminta married Henry Middleton FETTY 
in 1881 and had 2 daughters, Maggie "Dove" FETTY b. 1882 & Virginia 
Myrtle FETTY b. 1888.    Maggie married Paul F. COTTLE (no dates).    

I have photo of a "Duck" FETTY who appears to be late teens or 
early 20s taken about 1870-71  with Francis STEINBECK's wife, 

Mollie “Duck"  is described as  her friend.  What is "Duck"s given name? 
Could that be Arminta?    Any other information would be 

helpful.  Shirley TOOHEY, s2ee@juno.com 661 So. Gentry Lane, 
Anaheim, CA 92807 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Adolphus Bailey 
 
Is there anything else I should lay on the shelf? 
When I was young my slippers were red.  
I could kick my heels right over my head. 
When I grew older, my slippers were blue. 
But I could still dance the whole night through. 
But now that I’m older, my slippers are black. 
I walk to the store and puff my way back. 
I get up each morning and dust off my wits. 
Pick up the papers and read the “obits.” 
If my name is still missing, I know I’m not dead. 
So I get a good breakfast and go back to bed. 

 

mailto:ngregory@yahoo.com
mailto:s2ee@juno.com
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Jacob, 26 
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====== MEMBERSHIP IN HCPD====== 
 
 “Membership shall be open to anyone who has an interest in the history 
and/or genealogy of the Central West Virginia area.”  This includes, particularly, Lewis, 
Harrison, Doddridge, Upshur, Braxton, Gilmer, Webster, Calhoun and Clay Counties.  
We have nearly 1,000 members from 50 states and several foreign countries. 
 DUES:  Membership dues are due October 1 and are effective through 
September 30 of the following year.  Single or family membership is $35 a year, which 
includes one copy of each HACKER ’S CREEK JOURNAL.  There is an additional $5 
surcharge for “online” access to HCPD Library Resources and access to HCPD-L.  LIFE 
MEMBERSHIP:  Life memberships are available for $600.   
 ANNUAL GATHERING:  The annual meeting of the HACKER’s Creek 
Pioneer Descendants is held each year during the month of August.  Come and join us 
and learn about the pioneers.  Bring your genealogical materials, pictures and 
mementoes and spend “A Glorious Weekend with Your Cousins.” 
 If interested in becoming a member of HCPD, please make a copy of the 
membership form on the next page and return the completed copy to HCPD, 45 Abbotts 
Run Road, Horner, WV 26372  Use space around the coupon to tell us what families 
you are researching.  We are looking forward to having you as a member! 
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Hackers 

Creek Pioneer 

Descendants 

Life Members 

(Continued) 
 
Beecher & Betty Rhoades 
Dennis Rodgers 
Joe & Erseline Rumbach 
Esther Dehaven Schilling 
Neva R. Shaffer 
Barbara Shaver 
The late Rosella Sheets 
The late Dot Sipe 
Louise Slaton 
The late Chester Steyer 
Barbara Shaver 
Louise Slaton 
The late Hartzel Strader 
Joy Strader Mealey 
Boyd L. “Rocky” Swisher 
Clifford Taylor 
The late Raydine Teicheira and the 
     late Joe Teicheira 
The late Mrs. Byron J. Turner 
Patricia & Bernard Viellenave 
Hilda Warner and the late Darrell 
        Warner 
The late Glea Waugh 
The late Raymond & 
     the late Bonnie Ware 
The late Christine White 
William l. White 
Cary L. & Donna Williams 
Eleanor Allman & the late Lee 
        Wiseman 
Don Wills and the late 
     Ella Virginia Wills 
Rex Wilson 
Sandy & Dan Wilson 
Raymond Wolfe, Jr. 
Leonard Woodruff 
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HACKER’S 

CREEK  

PIONEER 

DESCENDANTS

LIFE MEMBERS 

Edward Lee Allman 
Maurice & Bertha Allman 
Jim Bartlett 
The late Reva Winemiller Bennett 
Karen Billey 
David Boggs 
Dr. Daniel & Mary E.C. Flesher  
        Bolovan 
Julia Elizabeth Stalnaker  Bragg 
Joyce K. Brannon 
Audrey A. Mick Brown 
The late Francis & Ann Butcher 
Matha Byrd & the late Earl Byrd 
Charles Carder 
David & Karen Cartwright 
Joyce Chambers 
Rebecca Choco 
Russell & Myrna Clark 
Janet l. Clemmons 
Jerry Coffman 
James & Dorothy Collins 
Ronald Cooper 
The late Okey Paul & the late Nora   
        Mae Corley 
Pat Crawford & the late Bob 
        Crawford 
Ronna Cunningham 
Lois Wagoner Curry 
Irma Curtis & the late Carl Curtis 
The late Anna Grace & the late 
   Calvin Dehaven 
Karen Docksteader 
Gene Edwards 
James & Mary Alice Egan 
Martha Embrey 
Lynn Firebaugh 
Ada Lee Fitz 
The late Les Fury & the late  
  Elizabeth Fury 
Eva J. Gaines 
Glenn & Rebecca Gamble 

Jane Gilchrist  
Joy Gilchrist-DeFazio &  
  the late Charles Gilchrist 
Dr. & Mrs. William G. Golden 
Betty & Norman Graybill 
Nettie & the late Ford Gregory 
Arlof Gum 
The late Mearle Guthrie & Lolita 
     Guthrie 
The late Tressie Hacker 
The late Betty J. Hamner 
Jim & Geneva Hardman Hilliard 
William F. & Susan Hayes III 
Ione House 
The late Ralph B. HInzman, Sr. 
Ralph & Twyla Hinzman 
Lora Ruth Hurst 
Betty Ingle 
Nancy Ann Jackson 
Jean Conley Jasper 
Jerry A. Kay 
Tammy King 
Kristina Larson 
Melinda Larson 
Dr. Patricia Mace-Leonard & 
        Cordell L.Leonard 
The late Conrad & the late Ann  
        Line 
Miriam Looker 
John & Barbara McCoy 
William J. McKinney, Sr. 
Ellie McClain Maroon 
David N. Matthews, D.D.S., M.S. 
Kelli Dawn Merk 
Linda B. Meyers 
Jean Moffitt 
Duane & C. Sue Miles Nichols 
Ralph Nichols 
Arch & the late Rose Nissel 
The late John O’leary, jr. 
Barbara Palmer 
Joan Peters 
Gayle Peterson 
The late Doris Poinsett 
The late Ruth McCray Post 
Carol Powell 
Ann Powers 
Clarence l. & Lois Bartlett Price 
Marjorie Price 
Ardell Ratliff 
* New Life Member 
Continued on inside of back cover 


